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rate. If you are an American company 
making money in Ireland, a country 
with a corporate tax rate of 17 percent, 
you are going to end up paying that 
U.S. tax rate of 35 percent, whereas it 
will be much less for France or Eng-
land. 

Mr. Speaker, we are losing jobs be-
cause we tax our companies and busi-
nesses more than anybody else does. 
We tax them overseas. What happens? 
Foreign companies are taking over 
U.S. companies, pushing income and 
jobs overseas. 

We need to lower our tax rates, we 
need to fix our Tax Code and make it 
more efficient so we can keep jobs here 
at home.

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BASS). The gentleman from Wash-
ington (Mr. MCDERMOTT) is recognized 
for 31⁄2 minutes. 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I ap-
preciate the erudite lecture on the tax 
structure of the gentleman from Wis-
consin (Mr. RYAN). I know he sits on 
the Committee on Ways and Means, 
and he knows we have not had a single 
hearing on any kind of tax reform bill 
the whole time he has been on the com-
mittee. 

It is good to come out here and send 
these letters to the Congress. I do not 
know who this Congress is. When we 
send the sense of the Congress, where 
do these go? Do these go to the leader-
ship or somewhere, or up in the air, or 
over to the Senate? 

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, 
will the gentleman yield? 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin. 

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, 
I would tell the gentleman, we have 
had hearings in the Committee on 
Ways and Means. We have had hearings 
in the Subcommittee on Select Rev-
enue Measures on tax reform ideas. 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. I would ask the 
gentleman, Mr. Speaker, when are they 
going to bring something to the full 
committee? I do not sit on that sub-
committee. 

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Well, in the 
subcommittee we had a lot of hearings. 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I 
take back my time. I appreciate the 
gentleman’s point. 

The last tax we had last year, the one 
they have been running their elections 
on, the Urban Institute says that if 
your income is between $30,000 and 
$40,000, that is the average income in 
this country, the tax cut was $339. 
Households with over $1 million get an 
average tax cut of $90,000. Sixty-eight 
percent of households in this country 
get a tax cut of less than $500. 

If you are a typical elderly family 
with an income between $20,000 and 
$30,000, you get 89 bucks. That is an un-
fair tax structure. They made it worse. 
If they have their way with this $700 
billion nonsense that they are trying 
to push in this session, they will make 
it even worse, because they will saddle 

our kids with debt and give all the 
money to people on the top. 

Now, I agree, this is a great thing. I 
wish we could get somebody, when we 
send this sense of the Congress, it 
would actually get to somebody who 
could actually do something, maybe 
the Speaker’s office, maybe the major-
ity leader’s office. Mr. Armey used to 
talk about it, but he never brought a 
bill here. Maybe the new majority lead-
er would bring us out something we 
could vote on. It would be real nice to 
have a debate on an actual piece of leg-
islation, so we could understand what 
it was really going to do. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my Members 
to vote for this, because we all want a 
more fair tax structure. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time.

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to say to my 
friend, the gentleman from Washington 
(Mr. MCDERMOTT), whose mother is 
watching him tonight, that she knows 
her own son. However, the IRS would 
define ‘‘child’’ five different ways 
under the current code. I know she is 
with us and appreciates the gentle-
man’s ‘‘yes’’ vote. 

This bill supports this hearing, this 
bill supports that debate. It is my hope 
that we can get those of us who may or 
may not be on the right committee to 
introduce our bills. 

I am hoping that the Democrat Party 
will introduce a bill. To my knowledge, 
and I have been up here 10 years, I have 
never seen the Democrat Party intro-
duce tax simplification. We have got-
ten a lot of criticism. I would like to 
see some of their solutions. Maybe we 
can do some bipartisan things to-
gether. 

The criticism about the length of 
this debate is valid, but we have spent 
a lot of time preserving Social Secu-
rity and Medicare and reforming edu-
cation. These things do, unfortunately, 
take decades to accomplish. Welfare re-
form, which we passed in 1996, actually 
was debated for 30 years before we ac-
tually got reform on it. 

I do not want this to be 30 years, Mr. 
Speaker. I am hoping that Members of 
Congress can use this resolution as a 
vehicle to encourage debate within this 
body, within this town, within the 
other body, within the executive 
branch, to bring the tax simplification 
debate forward. 

I ask Members to put their ideas on 
the table, whatever it is, Democrat 
Party, Republican Party, Independ-
ents, flat tax, sales tax, simplifying the 
current code. Let us do something, be-
cause what we have right now is not 
working.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. KING-
STON) that the House suspend the rules 
and agree to the concurrent resolution, 
House Concurrent Resolution 141. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative. 

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed.

f 
REPORT ON RESOLUTION WAIVING 

POINTS OF ORDER AGAINST CON-
FERENCE REPORT ON S. 151, PROSECU-
TORIAL REMEDIES AND TOOLS AGAINST 
THE EXPLOITATION OF CHILDREN 
TODAY ACT OF 2003

Mrs. MYRICK (during consideration 
of H. Con. Res. 141), from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 108–68) on the 
resolution (H. Res. 188) waiving points 
of order against the conference report 
to accompany the Senate bill (S. 151) to 
amend title 18, United States Code, 
with respect to the sexual exploitation 
of children, which was referred to the 
House Calendar and ordered to be 
printed.

f 

EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR RE-
NEWED EFFORT TO FIND PEACE-
FUL, JUST, AND LASTING SET-
TLEMENT TO CYPRUS PROBLEM 
Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, I move 

to suspend the rules and agree to the 
resolution (H. Res. 165) expressing sup-
port for a renewed effort to find a 
peaceful, just, and lasting settlement 
to the Cyprus problem, as amended. 

The Clerk read as follows:
H. RES. 165

Whereas the United States believed there 
existed a historic opportunity to bring a 
peaceful, just, and lasting settlement to the 
Cyprus problem, which would have benefited 
all Greek and Turkish Cypriots, as well as 
the wider region; 

Whereas a resolution of the Cyprus prob-
lem remains consistent with American val-
ues of promoting stability, freedom, and de-
mocracy in the world; 

Whereas a resolution of the Cyprus prob-
lem is in the strategic interests of the 
United States, given the important location 
of Cyprus at the crossroads of Europe, Afri-
ca, and Asia; 

Whereas the United States strongly sup-
ports the efforts of the United Nations Sec-
retary General, and his Special Advisor 
through his good offices mission, to achieve 
a comprehensive settlement with respect to 
Cyprus in full consideration with relevant 
United Nations Security Council resolutions 
and international treaties; 

Whereas a just and lasting resolution of 
the Cyprus problem, in full consideration of 
United Nations Security Council resolutions 
and international treaties, will safeguard the 
security and fundamental rights of all Greek 
and Turkish Cypriots; 

Whereas the United Nations Secretary 
General, Kofi Annan, on November 11, 2002, 
submitted a proposal for the comprehensive 
settlement of the Cyprus problem, referred 
to as the ‘‘Basis for an Agreement on a Com-
prehensive Settlement of the Cyprus prob-
lem’’, which he revised on December 10, 2002, 
and again on February 26, 2003; 
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Whereas negotiations between the Greek 

and Turkish Cypriot leaders, which had been 
ongoing, were encouraged to be intensified in 
order that full agreement could be reached 
by February 28, 2003, in conformity with the 
timetable proposed by the United Nations 
Secretary General in his proposals; 

Whereas United Nations Secretary General 
Koffi Annan again on February 26, 2003, gave 
the Greek and Turkish Cypriot leaders, and 
the guarantor powers, the United Kingdom, 
Greece and Turkey, a second revision of his 
plan in order to accommodate input from 
both sides; 

Whereas the revised plan was the result of 
exhaustive efforts by the United Nations and 
would have lead to a peaceful, just and last-
ing settlement of the longstanding division 
of Cyprus; 

Whereas the Secretary General on Feb-
ruary 28, 2003, at the conclusion of a visit to 
Turkey, Greece, and Cyprus, invited the 
Greek and Turkish Cypriot leaders to meet 
with him at The Hague on March 10, 2003, the 
purpose of the meeting being to sign a com-
mitment to submit the plan to approval in 
separate, simultaneous referenda on March 
30, 2003, in order to achieve a comprehensive 
settlement of the Cyprus problem, and the 
guarantor powers were also invited to attend 
the meeting and to sign the commitment; 

Whereas both the Greek and Turkish Cyp-
riot leaders did attend the meeting at The 
Hague with the Secretary General but the 
Secretary General’s plan failed when Turk-
ish Cypriot Leader, Denktash, rejected both 
the comprehensive settlement and the ref-
erendum proposal; 

Whereas the United States Government ex-
pressed its deep disappointment that the 
Secretary General’s efforts to bring his plan 
for a comprehensive settlement to referenda 
by Greek and Turkish Cypriots was rejected; 
and 

Whereas despite this unfortunate setback, 
the United States remains committed to 
seeking a just and durable settlement to the 
Cyprus problem: Now, therefore, be it:

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) expresses its appreciation for the efforts 
of the United Nations Secretary General to 
seek a peaceful, just, and lasting settlement 
of the Cyprus problem for the benefit of the 
Greek and Turkish Cypriots and the region; 

(2) expresses its strong disappointment 
that the Secretary General’s efforts to bring 
his plan for a comprehensive settlement to a 
referenda by the Greek and Turkish Cypriots 
has been rejected; 

(3) expresses its very strong regret that 
Turkish Cypriot leader, Mr. Denktash, re-
jected the comprehensive settlement offered 
by the Secretary General and, by refusing to 
offer the settlement proposal to referenda, 
denied the Turkish Cypriot community the 
opportunity to determine their own future; 

(4) remains committed, despite the recent 
setback, to giving any assistance necessary 
for finding a just and durable settlement for 
the Cyprus problem and urges the maximum 
effort by the United States Government and 
others to redouble their efforts to seek a just 
and lasting settlement to the Cyprus prob-
lem; 

(5) encourages both Greek and Turkish 
Cypriot leaders to renew their efforts to find 
a settlement to the Cyprus problem on the 
basis of the Secretary General’s framework 
for a comprehensive settlement; 

(6) urges the Governments of Turkey and 
Greece to do everything possible to support 
the search for a settlement, including ac-
tions by the Government of Turkey helping 
to persuade the Turkish Cypriot leader to 
reach an agreement which would reunite the 
island and which would serve the interests of 
both Greek and Turkish Cypriots; and 

(7) encourages both sides, upon completion 
of a comprehensive settlement, to consider 
putting such an agreement to referenda, if 
necessary, in order that the will of the Greek 
and Turkish Cypriots can be democratically 
expressed.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Nebraska (Mr. BEREUTER) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. SHERMAN) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Nebraska (Mr. BEREUTER). 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the resolution under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Nebraska? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
(Mr. BEREUTER asked and was 

given permission to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in support of House Resolution 165, a 
resolution offered by this Member re-
garding the political situation in Cy-
prus. The Subcommittee on Europe 
adopted this measure unanimously last 
week, because an historic moment in 
the history of Cyprus was about to be 
lost if the momentum which had been 
building over the past 2 years to bring 
about a resolution of the Cyprus prob-
lem was allowed to slip away. 

I want to express my appreciation to 
the ranking member on the Sub-
committee on Europe, the gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. WEXLER), for his sup-
port on this issue and his willingness 
to see this resolution move forward. I 
believe the resolution represents an 
important statement by the House on 
the need for a solution for the Cyprus 
problem. 

I also want to express my apprecia-
tion to the chairman of the committee, 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
HYDE), and the ranking Democrat, the 
gentleman from California (Mr. LAN-
TOS), for their help in moving this leg-
islation to the floor; and to the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. SHERMAN) 
for managing the legislation tonight. 

I also want to particularly acknowl-
edge the work of our distinguished col-
league, the gentleman from Florida 
(Mr. BILIRAKIS), who has long been a 
leader in keeping this House informed 
of the situation in Cyprus and the sta-
tus of the peace process. 

It is interesting and very salutary, I 
think, that we have as supporters of 
this resolution, indeed, as cosponsors 
of the resolution, some of the Members 
that are strongest in support of Greece 
and are strongest in support of Turkey. 

House Resolution 165 commends the 
United Nations Secretary General, Kofi 
Annan, for his tireless efforts to seek a 
resolution to the Cyprus problem, a 
problem which has been on the agenda 

of the Security Council for almost 40 
years. In fact, it is the oldest item con-
tinuously on the Secretary General’s 
peacemaking agenda. 

In addition, this resolution expresses 
the disappointment of the House that 
the recent United Nations plan for a 
comprehensive settlement of the Cy-
prus problem could not be agreed to by 
the two Cypriot sides, despite the ef-
fort of many and, in particular, the 
United Nations Secretary General. 

Referenda put before both Greek Cyp-
riots and Turkish Cypriots would be 
approved to create a confederation to 
bring peace and unity to Cyprus, if 
only they were given that opportunity. 

In a report that the Security Council 
issued on Saturday on the Secretary 
General’s effort to achieve a com-
prehensive settlement of the Cyprus 
problem, U.N. Secretary General Kofi 
Annan made it clear that ‘‘a unique set 
of circumstances, including the mem-
bership of Cyprus in the European 
Union, offering a framework of incen-
tives to reach a settlement, as well as 
deadlines within which to reach it’’ 
was emerging and that the potential 
existed to make a true impact on 
peace. 

Finally, the resolution urges both 
the Greek and Turkish Cypriots to 
quickly resume negotiations to resolve 
this problem. It expresses the view of 
the House of Representatives that we 
want and appreciate continued efforts 
by Greece and Turkey to maximize 
their influence to prevent this oppor-
tunity to bring peace and economic 
prosperity to the entire Cypriot com-
munity from being lost. 

The resolution urges the United Na-
tions and the Bush administration to 
redouble their efforts to encourage the 
talks to begin again in order to seek a 
solution. 

Mr. Speaker, since 1974, the island of 
Cyprus has been politically divided in 
what has been often a bitter and vio-
lent dispute. Consequently and regret-
tably, the people of Cyprus have been 
culturally and socially isolated from 
each other by a heavily fortified green 
line in what today represents some-
thing akin to the Berlin Wall of the 
last century. 

This Member has personally walked 
that green line through Nicosia on two 
occasions. The commander of one of 
the four national peacekeeping forces, 
the British commander, told this Mem-
ber that in his capacity, he has men in 
his unit whose fathers have served in 
that unit at that location. 

For the past 29 years, various at-
tempts and numerous proposals have 
been put forward to bring Greek and 
Turkish Cypriots together to resolve 
what has become known as ‘‘the Cyprus 
problem.’’

None of these attempts to bring 
about reconciliation has been so close 
to achieving success than the effort 
which is before us now has had as an 
opportunity during this past 5 months. 
Last November, with the entry of a di-
vided Cyprus into the European Union 
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looming, U.N. Secretary General Kofi 
Annan proposed a comprehensive 
framework for a just and lasting settle-
ment of the Cyprus problem. His plan 
was hailed as a positive attempt to re-
solve the problem. 

In presenting his framework, the Sec-
retary General asked Greek and Turk-
ish Cypriot leaders to accept the plan 
by February 28. When neither side re-
solved their differences with the pro-
posal by the end of the February, the 
Secretary General asked the two lead-
ers to meet him in The Hague on 
March 10 and to sign an agreement 
that would put the framework to si-
multaneous referenda on the island. 

On March 10 both the Greek and 
Turkish Cypriot leaders did meet with 
Annan in The Hague. However, we 
learned with great disappointment that 
the Secretary General’s framework was 
rejected when the Turkish Cypriot 
leader announced he could not accept 
the settlement plan, and would not 
agree to put the referenda to the Turk-
ish Cypriots. 

This decision was disappointing be-
cause informal polls indicated that a 
majority of Turkish Cypriots were pre-
pared to support the plan and bring the 
longstanding division and suffering of 
the island to an end. 

Despite our uncertainty over the fu-
ture of the island, last week, as our 
subcommittee prepared to adopt this 
resolution, we were informed that sev-
eral measures were being initiated by 
the various parties which seemed to us 
to be very positive. 

The first was the announcement by 
Turkish Prime Minister Erdogan that 
he would bring a new effort to unite 
the Greek and Turkish Cypriot areas of 
Cyprus forward.

b 1915 
The second was the announcement 

that Turkish Foreign Minister Gul 
would travel to Northern Cypress to 
discuss the peace process with Turkish 
Cypriot leaders and then would travel 
to Belgrade to meet with Greek leaders 
to discuss how to resume the peace ne-
gotiations. Both of these announce-
ments were very welcome, and this 
Member commends the Turkish leader-
ship for their willingness to address the 
issue. 

A third announcement was that the 
Turkish Cypriot leader, Denktash, had 
sent a letter to the Cypriot President, 
Mr. Papadopoulos, suggesting several 
measures which the Turkish leader was 
offering as a way to begin rebuilding 
confidence between the two sides in ad-
vance of resuming the negotiation. 

Mr. Speaker, this Member felt that 
the gestures may have been positive 
because one of the biggest obstacles 
which had plagued the peace process 
for all these years has been the lack of 
confidence and trust on both sides. Un-
fortunately and very quickly, we saw 
just how much distrust actually does 
exist today on that island because 
some people thought there was a hid-
den agenda, and maybe there was, but 
I hope that was not the case. 

Whatever the real motivation of the 
proposal, a little bit of trust and con-
fidence is something both sides could 
use right now. This Member wonders 
what is wrong with lifting current re-
strictions on crossborder trade, tour-
ism, education and culture exchanges, 
even if for only 1 day a week just as a 
way for both sides to see if they really 
are prepared to live as a united island. 
This Member also wonders why some of 
the measures could not be agreed to 
outside of a more comprehensive agree-
ment based upon the U.N. peace plan. 

Mr. Speaker, in just 12 days the Gov-
ernment of Cypress will sign the acces-
sion papers paving the way for the 
southern part of the island to enter the 
European Union. The economic bene-
fits of this membership to the southern 
half of the island will be significant. On 
the other hand, it would be a terribly 
damaging blow to the potential eco-
nomic prospects for the Turkish Cyp-
riots. The current differences between 
the income levels of the two commu-
nities would continue to widen dra-
matically. 

Now is the time for both sides to put 
aside their past differences and to 
make a serious commitment to resolve 
this problem of a divided Cypress. We 
are never going to have a better oppor-
tunity. 

As Secretary General Kofi Annan has 
stated, his settlement proposal is still 
on the table; and I believe resumption 
of the negotiations should continue to 
use the Secretary General’s plan as a 
basis for an agreement. 

Mr. Speaker, the people of Cypress 
have endured 29 years of separation. 
They are ready, it is clear, to see and 
support referenda. Therefore, it is a 
sincere hope of this Member that the 
leaders of both sides will return to the 
negotiating table and resolve this im-
portant problem so that next year, in 
2004, we will be celebrating the first an-
niversary of a united Cypress and not 
the 30th anniversary of a divided one. 

Mr. Speaker, this Member urges 
Members of the House to speak with 
one strong voice in support of a resolu-
tion on the Cypress problem and thus 
urges support for the resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of House Resolution 165. 

Mr. Speaker, let me first provide 
some background. On July 20, 1974, 
thousands of Turkish troops invaded 
and occupied 37 percent of the island, 
which since that time has been sepa-
rated by a green line, actually a line of 
barbwire, analogized by the gentleman 
from Nebraska (Mr. BEREUTER) to the 
Berlin Wall. They created the Northern 
Republic of Cypress in 1975 and, indeed, 
recognized only by Ankara. Nicosia 
today is the only divided capital in the 
world. 

Today Turkey maintains 35,000 
troops in Northern Cypress and that 
area is one of the most highly milita-

rized areas of the world, according to 
former U.N. Secretary General Boutros 
Boutros Ghali. 

Eighty thousand Turkish settlers 
were installed after that invasion and 
occupy properties forcibly vacated by 
Greek Cypriot refugees, people who had 
lived there for generations. And now 
we have 200,000 refugees and over 1,600 
people missing since that long-ago in-
vasion, including five American citi-
zens. In Northern Cypress there are a 
few Greek Cypriots. They are, in effect, 
locked into enclaves. They are denied 
basic human rights such as freedom of 
movement, access to education, reli-
gious freedom, or political rights. 

The deterioration of the situation in 
northern Cypress must be contrasted 
to the prosperity of the southern part 
of that island ruled by the official gov-
ernment of the Republic of Cypress. 
That government has done so well that 
they have met the EU’s strict stand-
ards for administration and will soon 
be admitted. Those standards include 
tough limits on the amounts of public 
debt, limits that, after this budget res-
olution comes to the floor tomorrow, 
the United States will not be able to 
meet. The economic hardship on the 
northern part of the island and the 
competition with settlers from Turkey 
has caused the exodus of the majority 
of the Turkish Cypriot population. 

On September 30, 2002, the EU’s en-
largement commissioner stated that 
Cypress complies with all political and 
economic conditions for membership 
and that the government-controlled 
areas of Cypress enjoy an atmosphere 
of economic prosperity and political 
freedom, allowing its people to enjoy 
one of the highest standards of living 
in the world. 

Cypress will become a member of the 
EU in a few weeks, and the Cypriot 
government will sign an accession 
agreement and formally join, I believe, 
on April 16 of this year. 

The recent failure of the U.N.’s peace 
talks must be blamed on Turkish Cyp-
riot leader Rauf Denktash. The U.N. 
plan offered a wide range of autonomy, 
a weak central government, a demili-
tarized Cypriot state, and a continuing, 
if greatly reduced, Turkish and Greek 
presence to guarantee the safety of the 
respective communities. But Denktash 
was not willing to put this plan to a 
referendum. Notwithstanding the fact 
that his own people, the Turkish Cyp-
riots would have overwhelmingly sup-
ported this plan, a great opportunity 
was lost. 

Mr. Speaker, I fully endorse this res-
olution and in later comments would 
want to detail its terms.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
such time as he may consume to the 
distinguished gentleman from Florida 
(Mr. BILIRAKIS), who I would say is 
among the House’s most outstanding 
experts on Cypress. 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from Nebraska 
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(Mr. BEREUTER) for writing this bill 
and for yielding me time. 

I also rise in strong support of H. 
Res. 165, a bill which expresses support 
for a renewed effort to find a peaceful 
and lasting settlement to the Cypress 
problem by declaring appreciation for 
the efforts of Kofi Annan, the United 
Nations’ Secretary General. 

Mr. Speaker, the U.N. peace process, 
which is strongly supported by the 
United States and the entire inter-
national community, has sought to re-
unite Cypress as a single, sovereign bi-
communal federation. 

With Cypress poised to join the Euro-
pean Union in May 2004, Secretary Gen-
eral Annan chose to get personally in-
volved in bringing the two sides to-
gether, asking the two community 
leaders to put the U.N. plan before 
their people in a referendum. President 
Papadopoulos of Cypress said he was 
prepared to do so. Unfortunately, Mr. 
Denktash, the Turkish Cypriot leader, 
was not prepared to agree to put the 
plan to a referendum. 

It is a shame that the Secretary Gen-
eral’s personal diplomacy was met by 
this kind of flat-out rejection. The bill 
expresses strong disappointment that 
the Turkish Cypriot leader, Mr. 
Denktash, rejected the comprehensive 
settlement offered by Secretary Gen-
eral Annan, thereby denying the Turk-
ish Cypriot people the opportunity to 
determine their own future. 

This legislation also indicates that 
we in the House of Representatives re-
main committed to giving any assist-
ance needed to find a just and durable 
settlement for the Cypress problem. 

H. Res. 165 urges the United States 
Government and others to redouble 
their efforts to seek a fair solution to 
the Cypress problem. And finally, H. 
Res. 165 urges the governments, the 
governments of Turkey and Greece to 
do everything possible to support the 
search for a settlement, including ac-
tions by the Government of Turkey, 
helping to persuade Mr. Denktash to 
reach an agreement which would re-
unite the island. 

Mr. Speaker, again I want to thank 
the gentleman from Nebraska (Mr. BE-
REUTER) for his commitment and perse-
verance in resolving the 29-year-old 
problem in Cypress, and I urge my col-
leagues to support the legislation. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
2 minutes to the gentleman from New 
Jersey (Mr. PALLONE), a gentleman 
who has been a leader on issues of for-
eign policy and human rights. 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to thank my colleague from California 
(Mr. SHERMAN) for those kind remarks. 

Mr. Speaker, as an original co-spon-
sor of House Resolution 165, I come to 
the floor this afternoon to voice my 
strong support for the gentleman from 
Nebraska’s (Mr. BEREUTER) resolution 
calling for a renewed effort to find a 
peaceful and lasting settlement to the 
Cypress problem. Tomorrow the U.N. 
Security Council is expected to adopt a 
resolution on the Cypress peace proc-

ess. This follows the issuance of a re-
port last Saturday by Secretary Gen-
eral Kofi Annan on the reasons behind 
last month’s breakdown of U.N.-spon-
sored negotiations. While it remains to 
be seen what the council will do, the 
Secretary General was clear in his re-
port regarding reasons for the break-
down. Mr. Annan’s report blamed 
Turkish Cypriot Leader Raul Denktash 
and Turkey for the failure of the Sec-
retary General’s plan to reunify this 
divided island. 

Mr. Speaker, despite the lack of a 
settlement, Cypress’s European Union 
ascension is going forward. Next 
Wednesday, April 15, is the date of the 
signing ceremony of the ascension 
treaty in Athens. The Republic of Cy-
press will join with nine other nations 
in signing the treaty. Sadly, however, 
the residents of the Turkish-occupied 
areas will be left out, due to the obsti-
nate Mr. Denktash and his short-sight-
ed supporters in Ankara. 

Mr. Speaker, I am encouraged that 
the statements coming out of the State 
Department have expressed regard over 
Mr. Denktash’s refusal to let the Turk-
ish Cypriots vote on a referendum. I 
would be further encouraged if the ad-
ministration put the necessary pres-
sure on Turkey to be part of the solu-
tion and not just part of the problem. 
Mr. Annan stressed that ‘‘my plan is 
still on the table,’’ and I am sure that 
the Security Council will suggest that 
we go forward with the U.N. plan. But 
Mr. Denktash and the Government of 
Turkey must understand that there are 
costs for walking away from the table 
and benefits to be derived if they co-
operate with the U.N. process. 

I still believe that the U.S. and this 
administration can do a lot more to 
put pressure on Turkey to go ahead 
with the U.N. plan and try to come to 
some sort of settlement. I am hopeful 
and I know that this resolution will 
help in that regard, and that is why we 
should all support it. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
2 minutes to the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. WATSON), a distin-
guished former ambassador who is also 
a congressional Representative. 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, a crucial 
opportunity was missed this spring to 
bring peace to Cypress. Almost 3 dec-
ades of illegal occupation have kept 
the Cypriot nation divided and its peo-
ple, both Greek and Turkish Cypriots, 
in a dangerous limbo. Cypress has a 
rich tradition as the crossroads of 
trade and culture in the Eastern Medi-
terranean. Yet, in spite of history and 
geography, those living in the occupied 
zone have been isolated from the rest 
of the world for close to 30 years be-
cause of the intransigence of their 
leaders. While unoccupied Cypress has 
fared better, the fact of the division of 
Cypress still leaves fear, doubt, and un-
certainty in the minds of all Cypriots. 

This month Cypress will join the Eu-
ropean Union. This act is a testament 
to the will and the industry of the Cyp-
riot people, building an economy which 

is the envy of many of its neighbors. 
But the celebration of the EU member-
ship will be bittersweet for many Cyp-
riots, knowing that their country will 
not join the EU as a whole, but still as 
a nation illegally divided.

b 1930 

This fact was not inevitable. The 
Cypriot people, both Greek and Turk-
ish, have repeatedly demonstrated 
their desire to end the division of their 
nation and integrate themselves into 
modern Europe, but the old men that 
hold power in northern Cyprus refuse 
to free their people to join the 21st cen-
tury. The Secretary General, as my 
colleagues know, of the United Na-
tions, Kofi Annan, who worked tire-
lessly to bring peace to Cyprus, left no 
doubt this week as to who was to 
blame for the failure of the talks. 

Rauf Denktash, the self-styled head 
of the Cypriot separatists, refused to 
negotiate in good faith to resolve this 
30-year-old dispute. In fact, Denktash 
went so far as to refuse to put a Cyprus 
peace agreement to his people in a ref-
erendum. His refusal is likely because 
he knows full well that even the Turk-
ish Cypriots he purports to represent 
would embrace peace if given the op-
portunity. 

Mr. Speaker, it is time to end this il-
legal and artificial division of the Cyp-
riot nation, and I urge my colleagues 
to support this resolution, and I urge 
the President to apply renewed energy 
to convince the Turkish Government 
that ending its occupation of Cyprus 
and supporting peace there could be 
the most crucial thing Turkey could do 
to right a wrong. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is my 
pleasure to yield 21⁄2 minutes to the 
gentlewoman from New York (Mrs. 
MALONEY) who has shown her dedica-
tion to human rights and impressed us 
all with her expertise on Hellenic 
issues. 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in support of H.R. 165 and thank my 
friends and colleagues, the gentleman 
from Nebraska (Mr. BEREUTER) and the 
gentleman from California (Mr. SHER-
MAN), for their work on this important 
resolution. 

However, I do have some reserva-
tions. As Democratic cochair of the 
Hellenic Caucus, along with my Repub-
lican colleague, the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. BILIRAKIS), we have been 
working with the U.N. and the State 
Department on the reunification of Cy-
prus, which has been divided since 1974. 
The peaceful, lasting and just settle-
ment of Cyprus has been a priority of 
the United Nations and the caucus. 

The Republic of Cyprus will sign the 
EU treaty in Athens on April 16. We 
had all hoped a united Cyprus would 
enter the European Union. Unfortu-
nately, the latest round of talks ended 
without an agreement. According to 
the report of the United Nations Sec-
retary General, Kofi Annan, released 
on April 7, and I would like to put his 
testimony into the record, ‘‘In the case 
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of the failure of this latest effort, I be-
lieve that Mr. Denktash, the Turkish 
Cypriot leader, bears prime responsi-
bility.’’

Despite my concerns and disappoint-
ment, I appreciate the comments of 
President Papadopoulos, who has stat-
ed that the Greek Cypriot side will 
‘‘continue the efforts for reaching a so-
lution to the Cyprus question both be-
fore and after Cyprus joins the EU.’’

I am pleased that this resolution ad-
dresses these issues and appreciate the 
work the subcommittee has done. 

One area that concerns me about this 
amended resolution is that it has de-
leted references to the people of Cyprus 
and, instead, only refers to Greek and 
Turkish Cypriots. There are Arme-
nians, Maronites and Latins in addi-
tion to Greek and Turkish Cypriots, 
living in Cyprus. I believe the new ref-
erences that identify only Greek Cyp-
riots and Turkish Cypriots is inac-
curate and works to divide the people 
of Cyprus into two main groups. For 
this reason, the use of the term ‘‘people 
of Cyprus’’ is much more preferable 
and accurate, reflecting the unity of 
the country and the people. 

Again, I thank the gentleman from 
California (Mr. SHERMAN) and the gen-
tleman from Nebraska (Mr. BEREUTER) 
for their work on this very important 
resolution. I am hopeful that there will 
be new initiatives and new opportuni-
ties to work toward solving the prob-
lem as all sides will benefit. I am hope-
ful that even between now and April 16 
there is an opportunity for them to get 
back on board, and I am hopeful that 
Cyprus will go to the EU as a united 
country. 

I appreciate very much the gen-
tleman from Nebraska’s (Mr. BEREU-
TER) leadership. He has really worked 
to bring both sides together. It has 
been very helpful. I appreciate it very 
much.

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
2 minutes to the gentleman from New 
Jersey (Mr. HOLT), my favorite rocket 
scientist. 

(Mr. HOLT asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I thank my 
friend from California for yielding to 
me, and I rise in support of H. Res. 165 
to draw this Chamber’s attention to 
this opportunity that is not yet lost in 
Cyprus. 

Cyprus has suffered from ethnic 
strife among the people of Cyprus, and 
I thank my colleague, the gentle-
woman from New York, for using that 
phrasing, among the people of Cyprus 
for decades and has been physically di-
vided since Turkish armed forces in-
vaded and occupied the northern third 
of the island in 1974 after a Greek-led 
coup. 

There have been efforts by the Greek 
Cypriots over the last year. There have 
been encouraging words from Turkey. 
Turkey’s new ruling party suggested a 
change in Turkish policy toward Cy-
prus, but no agreement has been 

reached. Tens of thousands of Cypriots 
have taken to the streets in recent 
months, particularly in the Turkish 
areas, in support of this settlement, 
but Denktash ultimately imperiled the 
recent round of talks by refusing to 
take the plan directly to the Turkish 
Cypriot people for a referendum. As a 
result, Secretary General Annan has 
ended official U.N. efforts to broker a 
settlement. 

This is a severe disappointment to 
me, to my Greek and my Turkish 
American constituents in New Jersey, 
and to all the people of Cyprus, but we 
must not accept the end of this latest 
round of talks as the end of the road. 
Peace rarely comes easily. 

Peace in Cyprus is still possible, and 
as Cyprus prepares to enter the Euro-
pean Union, let us do our part to get 
the peace process back on track. 

I commend the gentleman from Ne-
braska (Mr. BEREUTER). His resolution 
would help. Let us pass it promptly. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself so much time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, this is an important 
resolution. It expresses our support for 
a peaceful, just and lasting resolution 
of the Cyprus problem. I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank the 
gentleman from Nebraska (Mr. BEREU-
TER), the chairman, for sponsoring this 
resolution and to commend the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. WEXLER), the 
ranking Democratic member, for his 
leadership on foreign policy issues. I 
am pleased to be an original cosponsor 
of the resolution. 

I fully endorse the sentiment ex-
pressed in this resolution that Greek 
Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot parties 
should renew their efforts to find a set-
tlement to the Cyprus problem on the 
basis of the U.N. Secretary General’s 
framework for a comprehensive settle-
ment, notwithstanding the lamentable 
failure of the most recent round of di-
plomacy. 

It is also important that this body 
reaffirm its own commitment to giving 
any necessary assistance to help 
achieve a just and durable settlement 
of the Cyprus problem, and that is, 
again, called for by this resolution. 

In particular, this resolution ex-
presses the Congress’ very strong re-
gret that Turkish Cypriot leader Mr. 
Denktash rejected the comprehensive 
settlement offered by the Secretary 
General and denied the Turkish Cyp-
riots the opportunity to determine 
their own future, because he refused to 
offer the settlement proposal as a ref-
erendum. I urge the parties to return 
to the table at the earliest possible 
time and to complete negotiations on 
the Secretary General’s plan. 

Mr. Speaker, the U.S. has a clear and 
direct interest in solving the Cyprus 
problem. Its resolution would offer 
peace and prosperity to all of the peo-
ples of Cyprus and would bring lasting 
stability to Greek-Turkish relations on 
NATO’s southern flank. 

It is, therefore, vital, Mr. Speaker, 
that this body go on record uncompro-
misingly in support of this resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I see that I have no 
other requests for time, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the remaining amount of time. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman 
for his concluding comments, and all of 
these speakers this evening have had a 
very positive outlook on the oppor-
tunity, a rare opportunity, for us to 
really bring peace and unity to the is-
land of Cyprus. 

This is an opportunity we cannot 
avoid trying our best on. This is an op-
portunity with a maximum amount of 
leverage. I urge, therefore, my col-
leagues to support the resolution.

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
strong support of House Resolution 165. This 
resolution is directed at renewed endeavors to 
find a peaceful, just, and durable solution to 
the Cyprus conflict. With the failure of the re-
cent UN-brokered peace negotiations and with 
Cyprus going to join the EU, a solution to the 
problem is more needed than ever. 

The Eastern Mediterranean is a region of 
vital U.S. interests. Endeavors to promote 
greater stability in the area by bringing the two 
conflicting parties together, must thus remain 
high on our agenda. In fact, stability in this re-
gion serves to advance many key policy ob-
jectives. 

I thus wish to applaud the tireless efforts of 
the Secretary General of the United Nations to 
have prudently worked out an acceptable 
peace plan for both the Greek Cypriots and 
the Turkish Cypriots. Kofi Annan crafted a 
compromise plan that sought to reunite Cy-
prus as a single bicommunal federation. The 
plan would have satisfied both communities. 
The plan also enjoyed broad bipartisan sup-
port in the U.S. and was strongly supported by 
the wider international community. I therefore 
commend the Cypriot President Tapas 
Papadopolous who was eager to finally solve 
this long-lasting dispute. He accepted the UN 
proposal and was willing to submit the plan to 
a separate referendum last month. Imme-
diately after the failure of the negotiations, 
Papadopolous further stated that the Greek 
Cypriot side will continue its endeavors for 
reaching a solution to the Cypriot issue within 
the UN framework. 

Parallel, I voice my disappointment at the 
Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf Denktash’s deci-
sion not to accept the UN proposal and his ul-
timate rejection of the peace deal. This is an 
unacceptable situation and hurts everyone in-
volved: the Turkish and Greek Cypriot commu-
nities, the United Nations, the U.S., the EU 
and Turkey’s own desire to become a EU 
member, now is the time to act. Indeed, the 
Turkish intransigence hurts first and foremost 
Turkey and the Turkish Cypriots themselves. 
The failure of the unification endeavors com-
plicates Ankara’s own efforts to join the EU. 
The European Commission warned Turkey 
after the breakdown of the talks that the Greek 
Cypriot part of the island is going to join the 
EU in May 2004 with or without the Turkish 
Cypriots. But without an agreement on the Cy-
prus issue, Turkey will be in a position of not 
recognizing a member of the European Union. 
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Public demonstrations by the Turkish-Cyp-

riot opposition in favor of the peace plan fur-
ther explicitly show who will be the major los-
ers of the failed negotiations: the Turkish Cyp-
riots who will not enjoy the benefits of EU 
membership. 

The United States will remain committed to 
finding a just and permanent solution to the 
Cyprus issue. This solution must be achieved 
within the UN framework. The Turkish Cypriot 
leader must thus clearly show his willingness 
to constructively work with the United Nations 
and to settle for a compromise, a fair com-
promise like the one that was just presented 
to him. 

Yet, a permanent solution that involves 
compromise, tolerance, and understanding is 
not merely achieved via multilateral institutions 
or intergovernmental interactions, however 
crucial they are. More than ever, confidence-
building measures to re-integrate the two com-
munities on the island are crucial, and the 
U.S. must continue to support these biocom-
munal initiatives. 

A constructive dialogue between the Greek 
and the Cypriot leader under the UN auspices 
as well as reintegration efforts between the 
two communities represent the best and the 
only way to settle the Cyprus conflict.

Mr. WEXLER. Mr. Speaker, I share the 
hopes of Mr. Bereuter for a peaceful, just and 
lasting settlement to the long-standing Cyprus 
issue. 

Like many of my colleagues, I was dis-
appointed that a comprehensive agreement to 
support the United Nation’s proposal was not 
reached in March. 

We must not allow the recent setback to get 
in the way of future negotiations and a lasting 
settlement of this issue. I hope that both 
Greek and Turkish Cypriot leaders will renew 
their commitment to bridge the divide that sep-
arates their people. 

In this vein, I was very pleased to hear that 
Turkish Cypriot leader Mr. Denktas has taken 
positive steps to initiate a new process of dia-
logue and consultation. Last week, in a de-
tailed letter to Greek Cypriot Leader 
Papadopoulos, Mr. Dentkas proposed lifting all 
overseas trade, transport, travel and cultural 
activities from or to both parts of Cyprus. He 
also expressed his willingness to meet with 
Mr. Papadopoulos to discuss the core issues 
of a comprehensive settlement. 

It is my understanding that Mr. Denktas’ 
proposal was not accepted by the Greek Cyp-
riots. I agree with the Greek Cypriot sentiment 
that talks should be concluded under the U.N. 
framework. However, I am hopeful that Mr. 
Denktas’ letter can be a catalyst to restart dia-
logue and to achieve a comprehensive settle-
ment. 

As for Turkey’s role, which I know has been 
criticized by some in Washington and Europe, 
I am optimistic that Prime Minister Erdogan 
and his government are truly committed to a 
fair settlement on the issue. Mr. Erdogan has 
offered to bring Turkish and Greek Cypriots to-
gether ‘‘with the three guarantor countries, 
Turkey, Greece and Britain.’’ Furthermore, Mr. 
Erdogan and Foreign Minister Gul will be at-
tending a Balkans summit in Belgrade this 
week, where they will meet with Greek leaders 
to discuss steps to resolve the Cyprus issue. 

Mr. Speaker, it is going to take an even 
greater commitment from the United States 
and the international community to a achieve 
lasting settlement of the Cyprus issue. I be-

lieve the debate we are engaged in today is 
a clear signal that Congress will remain firmly 
engaged on this issue, and that we are seri-
ous about achieving a comprehensive settle-
ment that benefits both Greek and Turkish 
Cypriots as well as the entire region.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, today I 
want to thank Mr. BEREUTER for his leadership 
in introducing H. Con. Res. 165, expressing 
support for a renewed effort to find a peaceful, 
just, and lasting settlement to the Cyprus 
problem, and I want to take this opportunity to 
voice my strong support for this resolution. 

In today’s uncertain world, where conflict 
and instability abound, one such long-standing 
dispute was quietly moving toward a resolu-
tion. 

However, while the world has been focused 
on Iraq and deadlines on the Hussein regime 
came and went, another deadline, one vitally 
important to a resolution to the conflict on Cy-
prus, passed with little fanfare. 

The stakes in Cyprus are high, and while 
the United States is rightly focusing on more 
pressing foreign policy problems like the war 
on terrorism, the war in Iraq and other issues 
in the Middle East, we should also devote at-
tention to bringing an end to this conflict. 

The outcome of a peaceful resolution to the 
division of Cyprus will have a significant im-
pact on Turkey and Greece, two key NATO 
players whose antagonistic relationship has 
too often roiled the alliance. 

It would benefit U.S. interests in the eastern 
Mediterranean, would strengthen NATO by im-
proving relations between our two key allies, 
and defuse an ongoing regional arms race. 

Just as they are standing shoulder-to-shoul-
der with the United States in the war against 
terror, so too must they play a constructive 
role in resolving this longstanding dispute. 

The European Commission clearly and un-
equivocally has linked Turkey’s ambitions to 
join the EU to a solution to the conflict. Turkey 
is eager to join the EU, and the Turks of Cy-
prus, isolated and living in poverty, look for-
ward to sharing the benefits of EU member-
ship. One only has to look to the massive ral-
lies recently held by Turkish Cypriots in sup-
port of a resolution. 

Just today, the Greek and Turkish Prime 
Ministers met in Belgrade and agreed on the 
need to reach a solution to the political prob-
lem in Cyprus. The moment of truth is at 
hand, and time is running short. The two com-
munities should play an important role in the 
efforts toward a solution and move their lead-
ership to the negotiating table. 

They must show genuine commitment to 
forge an agreement on the terms of reunifica-
tion. As the President of the Republic of Cy-
prus recently stated: ‘‘Non-solution is not a so-
lution. It is not even the conclusion of the Cy-
prus problem. On the contrary, it will mean the 
beginning of new dangers and new problems. 
The eventual solution to the Cyprus problem 
will be a compromise. . . .’’

However, ‘‘If the solution is not functional it 
cannot be viable. If it is not viable it will not 
be permanent.’’ A solution cannot include the 
possibility of the permanence of division. After 
nearly 30 years, it is time for the bitter division 
of Cyprus to come to an end. It is time for a 
peaceful, just, and lasting settlement to the 
Cyprus problem. I am confident my colleagues 
share this hope and I ask them to vote for this 
resolution.

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BASS). The question is on the motion 
offered by the gentleman from Ne-
braska (Mr. BEREUTER) that the House 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution, H. Res. 165, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

RECOGNIZING 100TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF LABORERS’ INTERNATIONAL 
UNION OF NORTH AMERICA 

Mr. LOBIONDO. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce 
be discharged from further consider-
ation of the resolution (H. Res. 186) rec-
ognizing the 100th anniversary of the 
founding of the Laborers’ International 
Union of North America and congratu-
lating the members and officers of the 
Laborers’ International Union of North 
America for the Union’s many achieve-
ments, and ask for its immediate con-
sideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey? 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
Mr. Speaker, reserving the right to ob-
ject, I do not intend to object, and I 
yield to the gentleman to explain his 
request. 

Mr. LOBIONDO. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
I yield to the gentleman from New Jer-
sey. 

Mr. LOBIONDO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
tonight to offer, with the gentleman 
from California (Mr. GEORGE MILLER), 
a resolution honoring the 100th anni-
versary of the Laborers’ International 
Union of North America and to con-
gratulate their members on the union’s 
many achievements over this century. 

On April 13, 1903, laborers from across 
America rose to the challenge set forth 
by American Federation of Labor 
President Samuel Gompers to come to 
Washington and to meet and form a 
union to represent their interests. 
Made up of hardworking immigrants 
and minorities focused on construction 
work, these workers formed the Labor-
ers’ Union, and for 100 years, this union 
has helped build America into the 
strong Nation that it is today. 

The union also pioneered equal treat-
ment on the job for all workers, regard-
less of race, established union-led 
training and career development cen-
ters, and fought hard to improve work-
er safety. 
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